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नारी तेरे ŝप अनेक 

˓ी यिद बहन है, तो ɗार का दपŊण है। 

˓ी यिद बेटी है, तो पįरवार की ख़ुशी है। 

˓ी यिद बš है, तो कुल की लƘी है। 

˓ी यिद पȉी है, तो खुद का समपŊण है। 

˓ी अगर भाभी है, तो भावना का भंडार है। 

मामी मौसी बुआ है, तो ˘ेह का सǽार है | 

˓ी यिद काकी है, तो कतŊʩ की साधना है| 

˓ी अगर साथी है, तो सुख की सत Ȗंभावना है | 

˓ी यिद "माँ" है तो साƗात् "परमाȏा" है। 

 

“अȶराŊ Ō̓ ीय मिहला िदवस की अनȶ शुभकामना I” 

 

 



International Women’s day (IWD) is celebrated annually on March 8 as a focal point in the 

women’s rights movement, bringing attention to issues such as gender equality, reproductive 

rights and violence and abuse against women. Spurred on by the universal female suffrage 

movement, IWD originated from labor movements in North America and Europe during the 

early 20th century.International Women’s Day is commemorated in a variety of ways worldwide; 

it is a public holidays in several countries, and observed socially or locally in others to celebrate 

and promote the achievements of women. The UN observes the holiday in connection with a 

particular issue, campaign, or theme in women’s rights. In some parts of the world, IWD also 

reflects its political origins, being marked by protests and calls for radical change; in other area, 

particularly in the West, it is largely socio cultural and centered on a celebration of womanhood. 

Some people say this day is not needed while others say it is necessary step towards the 

representation of women, equal rights and justice. 

The theme for IWD-2023 is “DigitALL: Innovation and technology for gender equality”. Our 

lives depend on strong technological integration: attending a course, calling loved ones, making 

a bank transaction, or booking a medical appointment. Everything currently goes through a 

digital process. However, 37% of women do not use the internet.259 million fewer women have 

access to the internet than men, even though they account for nearly half the world’s population. 

If women are unable to access the Internet and do not feel safe online, they are unable to develop 

the necessary digital skills to engage in digital spaces, which diminishes their opportunities to 

pursue careers in science, technology, engineering,and mathematics (STEM) related fields by 20-

50, 75% of jobs will be related to STEM areas. Yet today, women hold just 22% of positions in 

artificial intelligence, to name just one. 

Bringing women into technology results in more creative solutions and has greater potential for 

innovations that meet women’s needs and promote gender equality.Their lack of inclusion, by 

contrast, comes with massive costs. The United Nations Observance of IWD, under the theme 

“DigitALL: Innovation and technology for gender equality”, recognizes and celebrates the 

women and girls who are championing the advancement of transformative technology and digital 

education. The observance will explore the impact of the digital gender gap on widening 

economic and social inequalities, and it will also spotlight the importance of protecting the rights 

of women and girls in digital spaces and addressing online and ICT- facilitated gender-based 

violence. 



 



 



The Central University of  Odisha organized a grand programme to celebrate the International Women’s 

Day at its campus in Sunabeda. The programme was organized by Internal Complaints Committee of the 

CUO. 

At the onset, Dr. Kakoli  Banerjee, Assistant Professor, Dep’t of Biodiversity & Chairperson, ICC, CUO 

and the Coordinator of the programme, delivered the welcome address. Dr. Banerjee welcomed the guests 

on dais which featured Prof. Chakradhar Tripathi, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Central University of 

Odisha, Mrs. Rekha Lohani, IPS, IG, Modernization, Bureau of Police Research and Development 

(BPR&D), Former Additional DGP Crime Against Women & Children Wing(CAW&CW), Crime 

Branch Odisha, who was present virtually, Ms. Rajashri Das, District Child Protection Officer, Koraput 

and Prof. Sudhendu Mondol, Advisor, Academics and Administration, CUO. The programme started with 

the guests lighting the lamp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Banerjee described the concept and significance of the International Women’s Day by tracing its 

history & development. She also elaborated on “DigitALL: Innovation and technology for gender 

equality” which is the theme of the IWD 2023. 

Prof. Chakradhar  Tripathi, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, CUO in his inaugural address elaborated on the 

Indian concept of womanhood and how women are perceived in our country. Prof. Tripathi emphasized 

that in India, women had the right to choose their life partner from a very early stage through Swayamvar. 

Women of India are virtuous and they uphold their dignity through sincerely discharging their duty 

towards their husband, family, son and daughter and the society as well. They imbibe the qualities of 

tyag, sahas and panditya. Prof Tripathi mentioned the Indian spiritual heritage of Tantra Upasana where 

women are held as Shakti or the genesis of power. He also lamented that negative thought and practices of 

the west have crept into Indian society through popular culture and women related crime is on the rise and 

Dr . Kakoli Banerjee, Presiding Officer, ICC delivering  the Welcome Address 



stressed that we should not ape the west. He focused on the developmental steps taken by Government to 

empower and educate women by talking about the Women Universities of the country. By Chanting a 

Sanskrit Shloka “Jyatra Naryastu Pujyante Tatra Ramanti Devata” which means where women are 

worshiped (respected) there divinity prevails and shines he emphasized on how respecting women can 

change the society. He emphasized that the present and future of India lies in the hand of modern women. 

He concluded with a slogan, Nari Shakti Rashtra Shakti Hai. 

 

Mrs. Rekha Lohani, IPS, IG, Modernization, BPR & D, who was the Chief Speaker, in his virtual address, 

said that the main purpose of the International Women’s Day is to take stock of the situation of women in 

our country as most women today are not getting adequate opportunity for education and employment due 

to various social obstacles. She traced her own personal journey and struggle and narrated how she 

prepared herself to fulfill her dreams. She described the various steps and measures taken by Police 

Department to support women in distress. In this context she mentioned about Mahila&Sishu Desk, One 

Stop Centre, Sampark Helpline, Kavach Hackathon etc. Elaborating on the theme of IWD 2023, she said 

that women’s access to digital world is limited and women have to adapt, embrace and conquer it for 

better equity. He lamented that women do not have freedom of financial planning and they should enable 

& train themselves to be competent. In this context, she mentioned the names of successful women like 

Mrs. Draupadi Murmu, Ms. Dutee Chand and Ms. Hima Das. 

Prof. Chakradhar Tripathi, Hon’ble VC, CUO Delivering the Inaugural address 



 

Ms.Rajashree Das, Child Protection officer, Koraput District is working in social sector mainly in child 

protection and deal with different child issues related to child protection like child sexual abuse, physical 

abuse, child marriage, child labour, rescue and rehabilitation of children in need of care and 

protection.Also, handled cases of rescuing abandoned and orphan children. Starting with a statement “We 

cannot think about a world, family smile without women” she has talked about the roles that women play 

in society and also talked about the cruelty women faces in society. She hasdescribed how women are 

undergoing various kinds of exploitation and violence every day and explained the various problems of 

women in the society. She described the legislative provisions in our country for women like Domestic 

Violence Act, Sexual Harassment at Workplace Act, Immoral Trafficking Act etc. She also described the 

various facilities available for women in distress like Ujala Home, Sudha Home, Domestic Information 

Report, District Legal Service Authority, Cyber Police Station, Helpline numbers, Childline numbers, 

Integrated Unity of Crime against Women etc. 

 

 

Mrs. Rekha Lohani, IPS, IG, Modernization, BPR & D Delivering special Lecture 

Ms. Rajashree Das Talking about various issues and schemes related to women 



 

For her outstanding contribution as a Child Protection officer to prevent several social issues related to 

child and women and implementing several Acts Like Juvenile justice(Care and Protection of Children) 

Act, 2015, Prevention of Sexual Harassment Act, 2013, Child marriage Prohibition Act, Child Labour Act 

in the District and also for dealing with so many sensitive cases among which the Kunduli rape case is 

one of them the Vice Chancellor felicitated Ms. Rajashree Das. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Sudhendu Mondol, Advisor, Academics and Administration, CUO in his speech as distinguished 

guest traced the history of women in science in India. Prof. Mondol described the achievements and 

contribution of women scientists who worked under difficult situation and challenges. He mentioned 

about Dr. Kadambini Ganguly, the first lady doctor of India who also did inter cast marriage, Dr. Asima 

Chatterjee who researched on natural and synthetic chemistry and contributed to preparation of medicines 

and Dr. Kamala Ranadive who researched on Tissue Culture and contributed to cancer treatment. Prof. 

Mondol mentioned about Dr. Chandramukhi Bose, the first lady graduate of India from University of 

Calcutta. He recollected the contribution of Mrs. Indira Gandhi, only lady Prime Minister of India in 

Prof. Chakradhar Tripathi, Hon’ble VC felicitating for her outstanding contribution 
to prevent several social issues related to child and women 

Prof. Sudhendu Mondol addressing the gathering 



setting up Universities and Science & Technology. He also recollected the contribution of Mrs. Sarada 

Devi, wife of Shri. Ramakrishna Pramahansa, to spiritual life. Prof.  Mondol mentioned that women have 

traditionally contributed to knowledge, education and public administration and it is a great pride that 

Mrs. Draupadi Murmu, an Odia woman is currently serving the position of the President of India. 

On this occasion, working women from several strata of society were felicitated by Prof. Chakradhar 

Tripathi, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, CUO. The recipients were Dr. Rudrani Mohanty, Ms. Rajashri Das, 

Ms. Bijaylaxmi Takri, Ms. Bala Swarna Mala, Ms. Lakshmi Khilla, Ms. BasantiBera and Ms. B.Rojalin. 

 

 

Central University of Odisha felicitated Dr. Rudrani Mohanty, Faculty member, Department of Odia 

language and Literature for her excellent track record as an outstanding Woman educationist of our 

region. She has been working in the university for the last 14 years and has been the part of several 

committees in the University.She has several publications in renowned national and international journals. 

Her Dedication towards the welfare of students is immense and her hard work for the development 

activities of the University is admirable and praiseworthy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Tripathi, felicitating Dr, Rudrani Mohanty, Faculty Member,Department of odia 

Prof. Tripathi felicitating Ms. Bijayalaxmi Takri, Woman security of Girl’s Hostel 



On this auspicious occasion the university recognized Ms. Bijayalaxmi Takri as an outstanding Woman 

security for ensuring safety and security of our campus and felicitated for the excellent track record in the 

empowerment of women. She has completed her intermediate studies and is working as a security guard 

in the Girls hostel since the last 7 years. Her dedication and contribution for the safety and security 

boarders in the Girl’s Hostel, is immensely commendable. 

Ms. Bala Swarna Mala was also recognized by CUO as an outstanding woman worker for devoting 

herself in the welfare of the girl students and was felicitated on the occasion for the excellent track record 

of Ms. Mala in the empowerment of women.She has studied up to 7th standard. Previously she was 

working in the mess kitchen as a helper in the Girl’s hostel and now she is taking care of the Girl’s hostel 

boarders as caretaker. She has devoted herself for the welfare of the girl’s students since 7 years. 

 

 

The university recognized Ms. Laxmi Khilla as an outstanding Woman sanitation worker for devoting 

herself in the cleanliness of the campus and felicitated her for the excellent track record in the 

empowerment of women on the occasion. She has joins CUO on 10th April 2009, as sanitation worker. 

She has been avery hard working and sincere worker. She dedicatedly worked for to keep the community 

clean and safe. 

Prof. Tripathi felicitating Ms. Bala Swarna Mala, Caretaker of Girl’s Hostel 

Prof. Tripathi felicitating Ms. Laxmi Khilla , Woman Sanitation Worker of CUO 



Ms. Basanti Behera, a resident of Parajangi village of Dhenkanal district and Ms. B. Rosalin a resident of 

Balugaon village of  Khurda District from welfare of the Blind Organization, Jajpur was recognized as 

outstanding Women devoting themselves in the welfare of the blind persons and felicitated for their 

excellent track record in the empowerment of blind women by Central University of Odisha. The Vice 

Chancellor also handed over an amount of Rupees Twenty Five Thousand to 11 blind students of the 

organization Welfare of Blind as token of support. 

 

 

A beautiful cultural programme followed where girl students of the University performed songs and 
dance. The event concluded with a formal vote of thanks which was proposed by Dr. Rudrani Mohanty, 
Lecturer, Odia Dep’t and member, ICC. The programme was widely attended by students, research 
scholars, faculty members and staff of the University. 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Tripathi felicitating Ms. Basanti Behera & Ms. B.Rojalin, Members,Welfare of 
the Blind Organization, Jajpur 

Students of CUO performing song and dance related to women empowerment 
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MEDIA CLIPPINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A media clipping from the Azad Sipahee , Odisha Edition 

A media clipping from the Subh Labh , Hyderabad Edition 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 


