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CUO Celebrates Janjatiya Gaurav Divas

On the occasion of the Birth Anniversary of Birsa Munda

The Central University of Odisha celebrated Janjatiya Gaurav Divas on the occasion
of the birth anniversary of brave tribal freedom fighter Bhagwan Birsa Munda on 15
November 2021 at its campus, Sunabeda. Prof. Sharat Kumar Palita, Vice-
Chancellor I/c.; Dr. Asit Kumar Das, Registrar; Dr. Ram Shankar, Controller of
Examination, Dr. Phagunath Bhoi, Public Relations Officer; Students, faculty
members and staff of the University present on the occasion and offer floral tributes
to the portrait of Birsa Munda.

Prof. Palita, outlined the life and history of Bhagaban Birsa Munda and his struggle
against the exploitation of British Sarkar. He said “at a young age revolutionary
movements and struggles organized by the great tribal leader Bhagawan Birsa
Munda were marked by his immense courage and supreme sacrifice. Tribal
movements in different regions of the country against the British colonial rule got
linked with the national freedom struggle and inspired Indians all over the country”.
He opined that we need to work for all round development of tribals of the region
and that will be befitting tribute to Birsa Munda.

Prof. Das highlighted the struggle and major contribution of freedom fighter Birsa
Munda. He said "Birsa Munda fought bravely against the exploitative system of the
British colonial system and spearheaded movement against British oppression”. He
advised students to learn from the life of Birsa Munda and voice against exploitation
and oppression to take the country forward.

Dr. Ram Shankar opined that Birsa Munda's life gives us the message that “don't
need a big age to grow up if you have committed to do something for betterment of
the society and you open your mind to take the society forward by fighting for
equality and equality over all the inequalities in the society”. He extended the vote
of thanks. The programme was coordinated by Dr. Phagunath Bhoi, Public Relations
Officer of the University.

The University planned to celebrate the day for a week up to 22 November 2021
starting from today. Essay writing activities on the glorious history of tribal people,
culture and achievements will be organized during this week.

Dr. Phagunath Bhoi, Public Relations Officer
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MAYADHAR MANSING:
APOET, WRITER AND
HERO OF ROMANTICISIM

DR Mayadhar Mansingh was a well-known and popular

writer and hero of Romanticisim. He was bom on
13 november 195 in a village area in Nandol, Odisha.
As a poet and writer he was associated with oriya litera-
fure. He was a poet who loves to live and lives to love.
He lowves his beloved leman, his mother land, cur glori-
ous past. His entire life was a busy passage of war and
bloodshed. He was a writer of different aspects of odia
literature. He has wirtten a literary history of odia litera-
wre in English language brought out by the Sahitya
Alkademi New Delhi. His contribution to the odia litera-
ture is great indeed. His poesies are embedded in the
different solutions of Romanticism, Realism, Nationalism
and Gandhian Philosophy n his own style. Dr Mansingh
Iost his parents unforunately in his early childhood just at

the age of four years. He took his education by virtue of
his firm determination and pursued his higher elementany
aswell as studies with the help of scholarships and pn-
vate tuitions, His words are not only chesty towards the
emotion of the context of said poetry but also committed
10 his own personality. His poetic craftsmanship is really
pratse-worthy in texms of attiude, attachmentand iniel-
lectuality which evinces his originality and height in the
Ordia literature and his elementary contribution to the
world literature as well. Mansingh's financial hardship
could not defeat his strong Willpower. Mayadhar started
his rescarch work( Ph.DDy i Durham University, London
as a professional being and was awarded in 1939 for his
notable work " Comparative study of Kalidasa and
Shakespeare”. Mansigha was an individual poet of the

Struggle & his relevance in present development context

My fricnds and brethren, |
may not live to sce the end
of British, but 1 urge you,
not to submit and fight to
earn back the nghts to our

jungke. ..."The closing lincs

from the Bangla Play, 'Birsa
Mundar Gaan' (The song
of Birsa Munda) oozing
out of the dying Birsa
Munda, gives us an indica-
tion of the zeal and vigour
India’s iconic tribal free-
dom fighter could gather
while fighting the British.
Birsa's leadership inthe Ul
gulaan, fight of the Mundas
of Chota N lateau of
Jhskhandmpl'hh cen-
tury was pivotal in the his-
tory of independence
movement of India. The
tribal community he repre-
sented and their 1ssues still
remain extremely relevant
in Independent India. On
the 75th year of Indepen-
dence, it will be pertinent
to spare a thought for In-
dian tribal community in the
light of Birsa's life and
action. The background to
the Munda revolt against
the British in the Chota
Nagpur platcau may be
traced to Birsa's carly life
where he was taken to ma-
temal uncle's village due to

poverty. Gradually, he came
in touch with Christian Mes-
sionary and converted to
Christianity. He was admit-
ted to German Mission

everwe find, is only on pa-
per, without any meaning-
fl implementation. And,
exactly this, was at the cen-
tre of the Munda agitation.

-Dr. Sourav Gupta

School which he left pre-
maturely. In his willingness
to participate in the free-
dom struggle, Birsa and his
family severed their asso-
ciation with the German
Mission. Notable here 1sthe

-alence of similar irends
inthe tribal society even to-
day - poverty and religious
conversions m tribal belts.
‘While the Government of
India after the indepen-
dence undertook several
measures  for  tribal
upliftment. it has not been
really able to formulaic a
tribal development policy
which has the idea of forest
rights central to it. The
rights of the forests lic with
the forest dwellers, the
tribal, is an idea which has
notexplicithy found its guar-
anteed position neither in
the constitution and legisla-
tion nar in the policy frame-
work of our country. What

Birsa asserted and risked
his young life to fight the
British because the rights
of his own peaple to the
jungle was at stake. The
forests have become
sources of timber and
mamy other s which
businessman want to mint
money from. Earlier it was
British, now it's the timber
merchants, nothing much
has changed.

Migration is another issue,
which peeves the tribal
way of life in India. Birsa
migrated for poverty from
Chalkad to Ayubhatu.
Even now, in the tribal
stretches of Bastar in
Chattisgarh, Koraput in
COdisha and Sunki in
Andhra Pradesh, tribal are
forced to migrate as por-
trayed pcn:ignantl).I m
Gopinath Mohanty's writ-
ings. Both the land and for-
est rights and migration is-

sucs arc intrinsically lmked
to poverty cradication and
development. which re-
quires more sensitive and
grounded approach. And
there arc cucs to be taken
from Birsa and the Munda
agitation.

The gummmcmdpullcics
with regards to develop-
ment in India have been top
down and not participatory
innature. For long. we have
not considered the tribal
waorthy of participating in
their own development.
This 15 exactly what the
Mundas demanded while
agitating under Birsa. The
'Dharti Aba', as he was
fondly called, was not in
favour of limiting the inibal
in the boundaries of a cer-
tain religion or culture.
Rather, he preached and
worked hard to revive the
The miracle healing and
magical omnipresence
which later became a part
of his mythical persona,
actually had the cultural re-
wvival to roots at its centre.
The millions of year's old
tribal cultural sphere with
its indigenous idioms, oc-
cupation, myths, legends,
folklores, medicines, agri-

cultural technigues have re-
ally not been explored to
the fullest and gradually is
getting eclipsed under the
sun of modemn development
and globalization. Much like
Birsa, the "cloud capped
star”, one whom the British
could sense but struggled 1o
capture and the onc who is
obviously forgotten by the
new generation. Itis high
time that India use its rich
tribal human resource to
build the nation and foster
the patriotic spirit witnessed
in Birsa's Ul gulaan.

Maore than naming airports
in his name or placing his
statucs, it 15 Imperative to-
day to study Birsa's phi-
losophy, his dreams for the
community and incorporate
it ina mewly revamped and
grounded development
policy for the tribal. It is
highly expected that India,
in its Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav and under the
dynamic Ica.dcrshi? of the
Prime Minsster will pay a
befitting tribute to 'Dharti
Aba' Birsa Munda.
cermnedly watching the rise of
duopoly in the scctor it is
supposcd to regulate. The
anarchy is not surpeising, for
regulation in general s bad.
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